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Dr. Srinesh Alle, a Board Certified, Fellowship Trained Neuroradiologist with DRA,
reviews patient images.

DRA Brings Excellence in
Neuroradiology to Region
With the introduction of Dominion Radiology Associates (DRA) in 2020, referring
physicians and their patients in the Hampton Roads area now have access to experts in
every subspecialty of the field. One particular area of strength is the practice’s expanded
team of neuroradiologists—physicians who are specially trained in reading medical
imaging studies to improve the diagnosis and management of strokes, Alzheimer’s
disease, and other causes of neurological dysfunction.
DRA consists of more than 45 providers, including diagnostic radiologists,
interventional radiologists and women’s imagers, serving patients at Chesapeake
Regional Medical Center, Chesapeake Regional Imaging’s Kingsborough and Kempsville
locations and the Jennings Outpatient Center. When it comes to neuroradiology,
specifically, DRA offers nine experts focusing on abnormalities of the brain, spine, and
head and neck.
Their specialized training increases the chance of early detection, which allows the
treating physician—a neurologist, neurosurgeon, another specialist, or a generalist—to
accurately counsel the patient and start the best therapy at the earliest possible time.
Through utilization management and clinical appropriateness, DRA also optimizes the
cost of these services, leading to more effective care on all levels.
Each day, DRA’s neuroradiologists are consulted by local doctors who seek
guidance in choosing the correct imaging test and understanding the interpretation
of neuroimaging studies. The practice’s neuroradiologists interpret x-rays, magnetic
resonance imaging (MRI) studies, and computed tomography (CT) scans of the brain,
spine and spinal cord, face, neck and peripheral nerves.

Healthcare providers can exchange
texts, videos, and medical imaging
photos securely on their smartphones
with Spok Go®, a mobile app that
Dominion Radiology Associates
(DRA) is making available to
the Hampton Roads medical
community. The app complies
with Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act (HIPAA)
requirements and is being offered to
area providers free of charge.
“If this doesn’t make your
workday more efficient by making
your partners, your office staff, and
your radiologists more accessible,
then delete it from your phone. It
is free and without any obligation,”
said Dr. Neil B. Green, radiologist
and chief medical informatics officer
for DRA. The practice’s radiologists
serve patients at Chesapeake
Regional Medical Center and its
imaging centers.
Continued page 3

Want Spok Go?
Have Questions?
Visit:
dominionradiology.com/spok-go/
Call: 855-723-5463
Email: concierge@
dominionradiology.com
Or scan this QR Code:
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Radiologist Spotlight: David M. Cohen, MD

Seeing What Others Cannot See
When Dr. David Cohen, a board-certified
diagnostic radiologist with Dominion
Radiology Associates (DRA), was in grade
school in northern Virginia, a field trip to
an art gallery in Washington, DC, left an
indelible impression.
“I walked past an oil portrait of a guy
at a desk, and didn’t look at it closely,” he
remembers. “Later that day, in an organized
class tour with a docent, we examined the
same portrait together. The docent asked
us a series of questions. ‘Why is the man’s
chair halfway out? Why does the carpet
have ripples? What does the paper on the
desk say?’ Not only had I not noticed any of
those details at first glance but also I hadn’t
understood the story the artist was trying
to tell. I’m sure that experience ignited
my eventual career choice. Diagnostic
radiologists are trained to see things that
others cannot see.”
While in grade school, he was captivated
by science and medicine—cheered on by his
grandparents, who encouraged his interests
as he was growing up in Loudoun County.
He chose to stay in Virginia for his higher
education, receiving a bachelor of arts degree
with distinction from the University of
Virginia in Charlottesville, where he majored
in biopsychology, and a medical degree
in 1988 from Medical College of Virginia
(MCV), now Virginia Commonwealth
University School of Medicine in Richmond.
He completed his internship and residency at
the MCV Hospitals and along the way, met
his future wife, Lisa, a registered nurse.
Initially interested in pediatric medicine,
Dr. Cohen switched to diagnostic radiology
after attending a pediatric radiology
conference in medical school. “Everything
about this specialty felt so logical yet
intuitive, and it intrigued me,” he says. “It’s a
discipline that crosses over to all specialties,
from surgery to OB-GYN. I also liked that
diagnostic radiologists are likely the first
to know what’s going on inside a patient’s
body—detecting otherwise hidden conditions
so they can be treated quickly and effectively.”
After completing his residency in 1992,
Dr. Cohen went directly into full-time private
practice in the Richmond area. He also
obtained board certification in diagnostic
radiology. In 2005, he joined Chesapeake
Radiologists, L.T.D., serving patients at
Chesapeake Regional Medical Center (CRMC).
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The 11-member group was renamed Dominion
Radiology Associates in 2020, when it merged
resources with a larger radiology group and
became a new corporation.
“Our relationship has yielded many
benefits,” Dr. Cohen says. “The practice we
merged with was more than three times our
size, so it had the scale to allow us to offer much
more than we could do on our own—from
support in administration and technology to
access to an array of additional subspecialists.
Several of these subspecialists have provided
readings for us, onsite and remotely.”

Dr. Cohen and his wife, Lisa

Women’s Imaging Leader
Dr. Cohen has focused on women’s imaging
for almost 30 years and is currently the head
of that department at DRA’s Chesapeake site.
Imaging is done at the Diagnostic Center
of Chesapeake, in the W. Stanley Jennings
Outpatient Center across the street from
CRMC. It includes mammography, breast
MRI, breast ultrasound, and imaging-guided
biopsy. A breast surgery office is also onsite.
Joint breast cancer conferences are
held every third week, where cases are
discussed among an interdisciplinary team
of surgeons, radiologists, pathologists, and
support staff. “The entire team weighs in
on every single case,” Dr. Cohen says. “It’s
a robust, regimented system. My job is to
make sure everything we do is of the highest
quality and that we’re all on the same page in
our procedures.”
Along with medicine, Dr. Cohen is
also devoted to teaching. In Richmond
he served as a clinical instructor with the
MCV Department of Radiology and has
recently served as medical director of East
Coast Polytechnic Institute (ECPI) School
of Ultrasound Technology. He currently is
part of the faculty of Liberty University in
Lynchburg and has faculty credentials to
teach medical students at the Chesapeake
branch of DRA.

Wide-ranging Interests
Dr. Cohen and Lisa have two daughters:
Blakely, 31, an artist who lives near
Chattanooga, Tennessee, and Kaleigh, 28,
a financial analyst who currently resides in
Berlin, Germany.
Music runs in the family. Lisa is a flutist;
Blakely plays the violin; and Kaleigh, the

Their daughters Blakely and Kaleigh

cello. Kaleigh was invited to join the Virginia
Beach Symphony Orchestra when she was
in middle school—the youngest musician in
the history of the organization. Dr. Cohen is
self-taught in classical and jazz piano, playing
“everything from Bach to Billy Joel,” and has
begun the five-string banjo, “Earl Scruggs
picking style.”
Beyond music, his extracurricular
activities are wide ranging. He has
experience as a juggler, a skill he acquired in
college. He is an accomplished woodworker
and has an Etsy site, where he sells upcycled
antique hardware, creating such art pieces as
coat racks made from glass door knobs. He
also collects Lionel trains, an interest passed
on from his grandfather, and has devoted
the second floor of his house to his extensive
collection. The Lionel Collectors Club of
America has featured his animated train
layout, co-created with Lisa, in a short video,
posted on YouTube.
One thing Dr. Cohen doesn’t do: sing. “I’d
scare people out of the room,” he laughs.

DRA Brings Excellence in Neuroradiology to Region
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Dr. Srinesh Alle is a neuroradiologist
who has been with the group since 2009. A
typical day for him might begin at 7 a.m.,
conferencing with other doctors about a
stroke patient or tumor diagnosis. Then, he
reads MRIs and other images throughout
the day, providing specialized diagnosis, and
may do minor procedures like collecting
spinal fluid to get a sense of what is
happening in the brain or spinal cord. The
most common issues he sees are stroke, brain
tumor, spinal cord disorders, headaches,
neck pain and back pain.
“This is what we do day in and day out,”
he said. “In this area we have seen it all and
we have the experience to get more timely,
accurate diagnoses.”
The board-certified, fellowship-trained
physicians have graduated from some of the
most respected training programs in the
U.S. For example, Dr. Alle graduated from
Drexel University’s College of Medicine,
and then went on to the Ochsner Clinic
Foundation for his internship and radiology
residency. He then completed his fellowship
in neuroradiology at Baylor College of
Medicine. He is board certified in diagnostic
radiology and neuroradiology.
The subspecialty interested him because
it offered a “puzzle” to solve every day. Every
physician is interested in the pathology of
different diagnoses, but neuroradiology also
satisfied his interest in cerebral pursuits and
physics.
“Many find the brain like a black box,”
he said. It’s his job to figure out what went
wrong and why.
Along with Dr. Alle, Drs. Vishal
Bindal, Daryle Darden, John Daughdrille,
Edward Hwang, Shashank Parekh, Deepak
Raghavan, James Sprinkle and Salvador
Trinidad offer subspeciality readings in
neuroradiology.
These community-focused
neuroradiologists and their administrative
team have a proven track record of clinical
excellence and high patient and provider
satisfaction. They actively seek out
training to stay at the forefront of industry
technology, providing a valuable resource
to area providers to enhance care to the
community.
As the neuroradiology subspecialty
evolves, Dr. Alle said DRA will continue
pushing the limits of imaging and bring the
most recent techniques and certifications to
the region.
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providers. Spok, the company that created
Spok Go, reports that healthcare providers
are using the app nationwide.

Spok Go Benefits
Dr. Green has helped produce a brief video
summarizing the benefits of Spok Go for
local healthcare providers. Key benefits
include:
• Free text communications that avoid
risky and costly HIPAA violations.
“We know that better patient care
comes from providers being able to reach
a radiologist easily to ask questions, triage
cases, or confer on the results,” he added.
“Too often with groups, the provider has
to call radiology reception or go through
a phone tree to reach a radiologist. We
wanted to create a direct channel of
HIPAA-compliant communication with our
colleagues – one that doesn’t interfere when
their patients are being seen.”
Providers can also use the app for
communicating with their partners, staff,
and other medical providers, not just DRA
radiologists. For those who already have
HIPAA-compliant mobile apps, Spok Go
offers an additional channel for secure
communications, Dr. Green noted.
Spok Go is a cloud-native communication
platform designed to improve collaboration
and increase efficiency for healthcare

• The ability to keep personal cell
phone numbers private.
• Fewer interruptions to patient care, as
texts are less obtrusive than calls.
• Time stamps noting when texts are
sent, delivered, and read.
• Reduced provider calls, freeing up
front desk staff to help patients.
• The ability to send and receive highresolution photos of imaging scans.
• “Do not disturb” capabilities to
communicate unavailability.
• A system for secure texts with other
colleagues and staff – not just with
radiologists.
• Downloadable app that doesn’t
interfere with other apps and can be
deleted at any time.
• Increased daily efficiency, thanks to
streamlined communications.

New PET/CT Scanner Improves Tumor Detection,
Staging, and Patient Comfort
An advanced positron emission tomography/computed tomography (PET/CT) scanner,
available soon at Chesapeake Regional Healthcare’s newly expanded cancer center,
will improve patient care and comfort in a number of ways, said Chris Snyder, COO of
Dominion Radiology Associates. The group’s radiologists serve patients at the center.
Patient scans using the new Biograph Vision PET/CT system from Siemens Healthineers
should begin May 3, Snyder added. Benefits include:
• High image quality and resolution to visualize small lesions and metastases, for early
detection and tumor staging;
• CT and PET-CT images that reveal detailed anatomy and biological processes at the
molecular level;
• Shortened scan times, a wide tunnel, and a 500-lb. table capacity for the comfort of all
patients; and
• Low-dose capabilities for patient safety.

For Scheduling or Questions
Healthcare providers can call 757-855-9700 to schedule a scan or contact the Physician
Concierge at concierge@dominionradiology.com, 855-723-5463, to consult with a radiologist.
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Dominion Radiology Associates
1545 Crossways Blvd., Suite 25
Chesapeake, VA 23320

Dominion Radiology Associates
provides high-quality, high-value
medical imaging services to residents
of Virginia and Northeastern North
Carolina. Through its collaboration with
Chesapeake Regional Healthcare,
the physician-owned practice serves
patients at Chesapeake Regional
Medical Center, Chesapeake
Regional Imaging’s Kingsborough and
Kempsville locations and the Jennings
Outpatient Center.
DRA publishes Imaging Advances –
Chesapeake periodically for referring
physicians and the greater medical
community. For more information,
please contact Tammy Gressly,
Director of Administrative Operations,
at tgressly@dominionrad.com.

Mammograms and the COVID-19 Vaccine – Don’t Delay Scheduling Both
Increasing numbers of patients are
receiving the COVID-19 vaccine,
and Dominion Radiology Associates
recommends all patients get vaccinated
at the first opportunity. While a small
percentage may experience lymph node
swelling in the vaccinated armpit for
four to six weeks after receiving
the vaccine, we do not recommend
postponing or rescheduling breast
imaging around COVID vaccination.
If a radiologist notes slight lymph
node swelling in your vaccinated
armpit when reviewing your images,
clinical follow up or ultrasound may be
recommended to ensure the swelling has
resolved.
“It might sound alarming, but
enlargement of the lymph nodes is a
common side effect from the vaccine.
It’s a sign that your body is building an immune response to
fight the virus, just as it’s meant to do,” said Dr. Roni Talukdar,
a board-certified, fellowship-trained breast imaging radiologist
with Dominion Radiology Associates. He is also co-chair of
Chesapeake Regional Breast Center, located at the Jennings
Outpatient Center.
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Dr. Talukdar offers this further guidance: “If you’ve had a
COVID-19 vaccination, don’t skip your screening mammogram.
Let your doctor know that you’ve had the vaccine, and which
arm it was administered in. This information will be helpful in
interpreting the mammogram images – and can save a lot of cost
and worry.”

